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Expanding a Locally 
Developed, Proven 
Online Textbook Service 
John Tubbs & Glenda Morgan 
•Author 
Usage 
Publishing 
Delivery 
Undergraduate Rhetoric 
Program at the University of 
Illinois 
• 4000+ students/year 
• 100+ instructors 
Why do it? 
Custom Content 
Price Control 
Revenue 
What’s in it for the author? 
• Intellectual Property can be maintained 
appropriately  
•Portability of publishing 
• Revenue 
•Personal and Departmental 
This can be WIN/WIN/WIN for 
students, faculty/dept. and 
campus 
Market Price 
Author 
Royalty 
Revenue 
University 
Literacy and Racial Justice 
Copyright: Southern Illinois University 
Press 
Publisher: South Illinois University Press 
Scholarsh
ip 
$29.50 8% $0.00 
Buying into English 
Copyright: Pittsburgh University Press 
Publisher: Pittsburgh University Press 
Scholarsh
ip 
$22.95 
Paper 
 
$9.99 
Kindle 
10% $0.00 
Writing@The University of Illinois (1st 
edition) 
Copyright: Catherine Prendergast 
Publisher: Pearson 
 
U of I  
Student 
$40.00 0% 
$20,000 
(1 year) 
Writing@The University of Illinois (2nd 
edition) 
Copyright: Catherine Prendergast 
Publisher: eText.illinois 
 
U of I  
Student 
$28.00 0% 
$20,000 
(1 year) 
Changing the Roles 
•Author 
Usage 
Publishing 
Delivery 
Usage 
Delivery 
•Author 
Publishing 
Copy Editing 
Video/Audio Recording 
Media Editing 
Negotiating Permissions 
Accessibility 
•Author 
Usage 
Publishing 
Delivery 
Web Application 
Storage/Hosting 
eCommerce 
Support 
Design 
Functional Specs 
“Do Less Than the 
Competition Intentionally” 
Jason Fried, 37signals 
make something that works 
Books in Browsers 
• ePub 
• no reader application 
• browsers are ubiquitous 
• nearly zero platform issues 
@craigmod 
"The Simpler Page" 
 
Three Presses.org 
A (brief) Tour of eText 
allow for possibility of revenue stream 
foster local authorship and content 
accessibility at its core rather than an after thought 
social learning tools 
works for the individual and groups 
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videos from Professors they will study with 
allow for possibility of revenue stream foster local authorship and content 
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social learning tools works for the individual and groups 
good design benefits all 
search adaptable to other devices 
it's not just a good idea, it's the law 
allow for possibility of revenue stream foster local authorship and content 
accessibility at its core rather than an after thought 
social learning tools 
works for the individual and groups 
allow for possibility of revenue stream foster local authorship and content 
accessibility at its core rather than an after thought social learning tools 
works for the individual and groups 
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foster local authorship and content 
accessibility at its core rather than an after thought social learning tools 
works for the individual and groups 
• plain text, HTML, ePub, Word 
• images, charts, graphs, video 
• if it works in HTML it works in eText 
authoring 
login to UIUC 
prevents cheating  
one less ID to remember 
future integration with 
campus tools 
our best review 

Why I am interested in 
eTexts 
Glenda Morgan 
The University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
6/7/2011 
Three Major Issues 
• Scholarly Communication 
• Affordability 
• Learning 
Scholarly Communication 
Learning 
Affordability 
Challenges of eTexts 
Other Models 
Indiana University 

Next Steps for UIUC? 
Develop Local eTextbooks 
To Achieve Your 
Instructional Goals 
Thank You 
 
John Tubbs  
Glenda Morgan 
